
 

Gregory Pellechi – Media Liaison – Cambodian Cross-Sector Network – (+855) 976 978 064 – 

agpacambodia@gmail.com 

AGPA Background Information 

What is the ASEAN Grassroots Peoples Assembly (AGPA) 

AGPA is a four-day event bringing together 2000 activists and grassroots networks members from all 

around Cambodia and 200 grassroots activists and partners from the ASEAN region. AGPA will combine 

cultural celebration and exchange, workshops to analyse issues form a national and regional perspective 

and a final day of rally action to bring the issues and campaign for change to the attention of Cambodian 

and ASEAN leaders as well as to the national, regional and international media. 

AGPA is being organized as a Cambodian process with the solidarity and involvement of our regional 

allies and partners in ASEAN. It is an event born from grassroots activists, groups and networks 

organizing and mobilizing in Cambodia in order to have their own voices and problems heard directly 

from themselves, not mediated through NGOs or platforms dominated by NGOs. 

Goal of AGPA 

To increase public awareness of ASEAN, trade and investment trends, human rights, the negative impacts 

of development as well as to expand democratic space so that the government and the international 

community are pressured and encouraged to ensure greater respect and enforcement of people’s human 

rights. 

Objectives of AGPA 

 To mobilize grassroots people for positive change 

 To highlight and advocate for action on land issues, the negative impacts and trends of 

investment and other serious social issues for grassroots people 

 To highlight AHRD as a serious concern for ASEAN civil society and ASEAN peoples 

 To strengthen the grassroots people’s solidarity within Cambodia and identify common 

problems, trends, solutions and action 

 To strengthen solidarity between Cambodian grassroots people and other ASEAN grassroots 

people and identify common problems, trends and solutions 

 To strengthen the movement for social justice, including respect for human rights, transparency 

and good governance. 

Target groups of AGPA 

Direct Target Groups are: 

 2000 activists and grassroots networks members who will participate in the 4-day AGPA event 

 An extra 2000 network and union members (mostly from Phnom Penh and nearby provinces) 

who will join the 4th day 

 200 regional grassroots activists and partners 
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Indirect Target Groups are: 

 The Cambodian public 

 Government officials, international human rights agencies and the media 

 Regional policymakers and regional-based civil society 

Who is the Cambodian Cross-Sector Network 

AGPA is being organized by the Cambodian Cross-Sector Networks which is a core group of grassroots 

organizations and organizers. These networks of people are farmers, fisher-folk, forestry activists, land 

activists, indigenous people, women issues activists, labour activists, sex workers, youth activists, anti-

eviction activists, anti-capitalism activists, LGBT activists, artists, singers and more. In order to organise 

AGPA, the core group formed committees drawn from their participating networks, as well local and 

regional partners. 

Including: 

 BKL - Beoung Kak Lake activists 

 CCFC - Coalition of Cambodia Farmer Community 

 CFSWF - Cambodia Food Service Worker Federation 

 CICA - Cambodia Independent Civil Servant Association 

 CYN - Cambodia Youth Network 

 FAPD - Farmer Association for Peace and Development 

 FNN - Farmer Nature Network 

 IDEA - Independent Democracy of Informal Economic Association 

 IRAM - Indigenous Rights Active Members 

 Oral Network - land activists in Kompong Speu, Kompong Chnang, Pursat, Koh Kong provinces 

 MB - Messenger Band 

 PAC - People’s Action for Change and individual PACtivists 

 Phnom Kouk Network - land activists in Pursat and Kompong Chnang provinces 

 RoCK - Rainbow Community Kampuchea 

 SAC - Social Action for Change 

 WIC - Worker’s Information Centre 

 WNU - Women’s Network for Unity 

Cambodia civil society partners include - Action for Environment and Community (AEC), Building 

Community Voice (BCV), Cambodian League for the Promotion and Defense of Human Rights 

(LICADHO), Strey Khmer. 

Regional partners include - Focus on the Global South, Forum Asia (FA), Asia-Pacific Network of 

Sex Workers (APNSW), South East Asian Committee for Advocacy (SEACA), Asia Monitoring Resource 

Centre (AMRC), International Federation of Human Rights (FIDH). 
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Who can be part of AGPA 

Anyone who has the following values and principles can be part of us: 

 Pro-grassroots activists, groups, networks, NGOs- at a local, national, regional, international level 

 People-led groups and NGOs, where the voice of the people decides 

 Organsiations who have already worked with us and whom we trust 

What are AGPA's guiding principles 

 to strengthen the rights and benefits to vulnerable people 

 to be independent and democratic 

 to ensure participation with understanding 

  to have strong commitment and solidarity 

General Context of Cambodia 

Events in Cambodia 2011 and 2012 show the deteriorating condition of human rights in Cambodia. 

Powerful private interests continue to seize land from impoverished citizens. Many high-profile cases of 

land grabbing highlight the growing desperation of victims in the face of perpetrators immune from the 

law. Levels of violent suppression of people’s protests on land issues and labour issues continue to 

increase. In the face of increasing threats to standing up with people, many civil society organisations 

censor their own voices and action as well as community voices and action on the most urgent problems 

facing the majority of Cambodians. More and more, the word ‘development’ is taking on a very negative 

meaning for the urban and rural poor. People increasingly feel disenfranchised by the investment they see 

encroaching their land, and excluded from the processes of decision-making at every level. People are 

suffering from a great lack of participatory development. 

The framework of AGPA 

The framework of AGPA is marked by five key principles: 

1. AGPA is a process initiated and led by people, not NGOs. The people’s issues and the people’s 

voices both set the agenda and speak the agenda. 

2. AGPA, and the whole process preceding it, is primarily a process in which people work voluntarily 

due to their commitment and shared belief in the values and aims of the process. There has been a 

huge amount of voluntary time, skills, capacity and personal resources already invested in AGPA 

process. 

3. Partners to AGPA, local, regional and international will provide human rights monitors before, 

during and after AGPA to ensure maximum security for AGPA participants as they bravely raise 

their problems. 

4. AGPA will be carried out in an attitude and character of active non-violence. 

5. AGPA is not an end in itself. The 4-day event marks a significant time of momentum in a process 

which is gathering participation and support of grassroots communities and other pro-grassroots 
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allies nationally and regionally throughout 2012. The March/Rally Day on Day 4 of AGPA will 

set expectations and campaigns of change which will be picked up again on 10th December 2012-

 International Human Rights Day- as well as future days and campaigns of action beyond 2012. 

The key elements of AGPA 

 ASEAN grassroots people share their issues through workshops and forums 

 Gathering and planning sessions each day, joint statements, press releases and 

national/regional/international media attention on Cambodian people’s issues and people’s 

issues regionally 

 Invite ASEAN government representatives to join a part of the Assembly to hear the people’s 

voices and issues 

Process of AGPA preparation throughout 2012 

The concept of AGPA was born in January 2012 at a reflection meeting of the grassroots cross-sector 

core team. The group was reflecting on their activities during 2011 which included successful lobbying on 

the draft Law on Associations and NGOs (LANGO), memorial and petition events for the Koh Pich 

disaster, joining anti-eviction and land issues and speaking out on joint statements about human rights 

and workers’ rights abuse The core group conducted six 2-day consultation workshops in 6 regions of 

Cambodia with cross-sector networks gathered in late 2011. The aim of these workshops was to learn 

more about barriers to collective cross-sector action on shared problems. Reflecting on the learning from 

these workshops the core group summarized their learning: 

The common focus of ASEAN was chosen for 2012 as Cambodia chairs ASEAN in this year. The core 

group felt this was a good strategy to continue to strengthen relationships and trust among the cross 

sector networks they had met in the regions and this strategy could culminate in a people’s assembly 

targeting the 2nd ASEAN Summit in Cambodia. This was how the concept of AGPA was born. The core 

group planned strongly for grassroots people’s learning about ASEAN so that at AGPA people would 

speak confidently and knowingly about how ASEAN policies and practices were directly impacting their 

lives. The core team identified the need for their own capacity-development on ASEAN before they could 

in turn develop the knowledge and understanding among the grassroots networks. TOTs were organized 

for the core networks activists delievered by experienced regional partners followed by grassroots ASEAN 

awareness workshops among the networks around the country, co-facilitated by members of the core 

team. 

Following the completion of 65 grassroots workshops by end of September (approximately 2,200 

participants), five Cambodia-level regional workshops will be held around the country in October to set 

the final agenda of workshop topics and campaigns for AGPA. Key network activists from around the 

country will be involved in facilitating the majority of the workshops, supported by AGPA committee and 

local partners and regional friends. The AGPA-IHRD joint campaign activities will be initiated during 

AGPA and strengthened and continued leading up to 10th December, on IHRD and beyond IHRD. 
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Collective follow-up campaign action will be strategised in post-IHRD reflection and on-going grassroots 

cross-sector core group. 

Expected results 

 Grassroots groups, associations and networks have increased capacities (resources, knowledge 

and confidence) to advocate on key human rights issues within a People’s Assembly 

 The Cambodian public and communities, government officials, national and regional policy 

makers and regional-based civil society have increased awareness of relevant ASEAN and human 

rights issues in Cambodia 

 ASEAN-wide grassroots solidarity in increased for future collaborations 

 A strengthened and greater platform exists for IHRD events in 2012 continuing the campaigns 

from AGPA 

 Strengthened solidarity for future collective action on joint campaigns by grassroots cross-

sector networks 

 


